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PERFORMING ARTS

WELCOME to the 2009-2010 school year at The School of Performing Arts

Music Department!

| hope everyone had a pleasant and relaxing summer as we begin another exciting year here
at SPA!

Our staff is looking forward to another great year and to make sure that everything goes as
smoothly as possible, we’ve put together a packet of information for our music families.

Enclosed you will find a Music Department calendar of events for the entire year, as well as
descriptions of each event. You will also find a letter telling you a little bit about The
Sounding Board...our free monthly performance class, and a list of Sounding Board dates for
the year.

Sign-up sheets for most auditions and The Sounding Board will be at our front desk. If you
have any questions please feel free to contact our office staff at (630)717-6622.They will be
happy to assist you with any questions regarding our music department events.

Finally, since our Practice-A-Thon was such a success last spring, we have decided to have
another Practice-A-Thon this year beginning in October. The money will be donated to
Loaves and Fishes around the holidays. More information regarding this event will be
available from your teacher later this month.

If you have any questions about any Music Department programs or events, please don’t
hesitate to call me.

We are looking forward to another great year with our students here at SPA!

Best regards,

MHank Mavets

Director of Music
630.717.6622 ext 107
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2009-2010

Music Department Calendar

October

9 The Sounding Board

17 Sonata-Sonatina Festival registration forms due
November

7 Sonata-Sonatina Festival

13 The Sounding Board

14 Holiday Open House registration forms due

26-29 Thanksgiving Break/no lessons or music classes
December

7 Second Semester Returning Student Registration Begins

11 The Sounding Board

13 Holiday Open House

21 Holiday Break Begins/no lessons or music classes
Januar

4 Winter Break Ends/lessons and music classes resume

8 The Sounding Board

10 Artist’'s Performing Showcase Auditions

11  New Student Registration begins/slots not paid for will be

released

16 Semester One Ends

18 Semester Two Begins

23 American Composer Festival Registration Forms Due



February

7 Artist’s Performing Showcase
12 The Sounding Board
13 American Composer Festival

March
12 The Sounding Board
27 Baroque Festival Registration forms due
27 Spring Recital Registration forms due
29 Spring Break Begins/no lessons or music classes

5 Spring Break Ends/lessons and music classes resume
9 The Sounding Board
17 Baroque Festival

May
1  Spring Recitals (tentative)
2  Spring Recitals (tentative)
8 Spring Recitals (tentative)
14 The Sounding Board
29 Semester Two Ends

You will be notified if any of these dates are changed. You will receive more
detailed information about each event from your teacher, but please
mark these dates on your calendar.
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Music Department Presents

The Sounding Board
2009-2010

October 9" November 13"
December 11" January 8"
February 12th March 12

April 9" May 14"

All classes will take place Friday evenings from 7pm to 9pm in the
Bach room. Sign-up sheets are in the front office. You may sign-up
In person or over the phone (630.717.6622). Performance space is
limited to 20, but all students are welcome to attend!
Each SPA private music student is required to attend at least
ONE Sounding Board class per semester.
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Dear Parents and Students,

This year we will continue to offer The Sounding Board class. Since I have received many questions regarding this event
over the past year, I'd like to take this opportunity to answer some of the most frequent questions.

Q: What is The Sounding Board?

A: The Sounding Board is our free monthly performance class dedicated to students currently studying at SPA. It is an
opportunity for music students to perform in a relaxed atmosphere. Students perform for other students and faculty only
(parents are kindly asked to wait outside the room). The purpose of these classes is to give students the opportunity to
perform their pieces in an informal atmosphere where it is okay to make mistakes. They can practice their bows, get
feedback from other students and teachers and see what sections of their piece stay together under pressure and which
don't. Each private music student at SPA is required to attend at least one Sounding Board class per semester.

Q: Why is it necessary for each student to attend one Sounding Board class per semester?

A: Here at SPA we pride ourselves in giving our students numerous opportunities to perform. While it is important to
attend weekly lessons to become a better musician, there comes a time when the student must take what he or she
learns in the music studio and perform in front of an audience. This can be a traumatic experience for some students and
The Sounding Board is our way of introducing the students to the world of performance. For more seasoned performers,
The Sounding Board is a great way to try out a new piece without the pressure of a “formal” performance.

Q: What if my child is apprehensive about performing even for a small group of fellow students?

A: Try to convince them to attend the class anyway. They don't necessarily need to perform. Students not only gain
valuable experience by performing, but they learn to be “active listeners” by attending the class and commenting on the
other students’ performances. Once they attend and see that the atmosphere of the class is not threatening, perhaps
they will feel more comfortable performing at the next class.

Q: When does The Sounding Board take place?

A: The class meets in The Bach Room at the Naperville Campus on the second Friday of each month October thru May.
The class begins at 7pm and ends at 9pm.

In the past, we introduced some theory based music games at the end of the class and then served refreshments. The
students were able to mingle and get to know their classmates better. I'm happy to say we will continue this format for
the upcoming school year, because the students enjoyed these activities so much!

If you have any questions regarding The Sounding Board please feel free to contact me directly.

Best regards,

Mark Mavetz

Director of Music
The School of Performing Arts
630.717.6622 x107
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es and Events

Performanc

Below is a list of all music department events. Please let your teacher know if
you are interested in participating so that they can help you prepare. Teachers
will hand out registration forms approximately two months prior to each
event.

Sopata-Soratina festival: Instrumental students will have the opportunity to
perform for a judge and medals will be awarded based on scores. Students
must perform from memory and there is a $20 participation fee for
soloists and a $10 per student fee for ensembles and duets. Festival date
is Saturday November 7 beginning at 4 pm.

Holiday Open House: Our annual holiday program is held in an open house format
(2 or 3 short recitals taking place simultaneously in different rooms). Each recital
lasts approximately 20-30 minutes and guests are asked to stay for the entire
recital. Students may perform holiday pieces or another piece of their choice.
Music need not be memorized. This event takes place on Sunday December 13
beginning at 3 pm.

Artists’ Performing Showcase: This annual event features selected performing ensembles represented at the
school, as well as faculty performances. In addition to the various music performing groups, there will also be
limited space for soloists. Students must perform from memory and should be comfortable performing on a
large stage in front of a large audience. Auditions will be held on Sunday January 10 beginning at 1:30 pm.
The performance will take place on Sunday afternoon, February 7 at Pfeiffer Hall on the campus of North
Central College.

American Composer Festival: This popular event gives students the opportunity to
perform a piece by an American composer. Repertoire may include contemporary,
Broadway, or popular music selections. Like our other festivals, students must perform
from memory, medals will be awarded based on scores, and there is a $20 fee
participation fee for soloists and a $10 per student fee for ensembles and duets.
Festival date is Saturday February 13 beginning at 4 pm.



Baroque Festival: This annual event is similar to the Songanatina Festival where
students perform for a judge and medals are awarded based on scores. Students must perfor
from memory, one piece by a Baroque composer. $lae$20 participation fee for soloists and

a $10 per student fee for ensembles and duets. Festival date is Saturday April 17 beginning &
4pm.

The Sounding Board: This monthly performance class gives students the opportunity to
perform a piece they aregpiaring for a festival, audition, recital, or just share something they
have been working on in their lessons. This class is for students only (parents are kindly aske
to wait outside the Bach room). Music does not need to be memorized. The classcalkes pl
the 29 Friday of each month from 7pm to 9pm beginning in October. Students wishing to
participate should RSVP to our front office.

Spring Recitals: As in the past, we will continue to have our annual Spring Recitals. AL SPA
music students are invited to perform for family and friends! This year’s recitals are tentatively
planned for May 1, 2, and 8. A $20 recital fee is charged as part of the second semester tuition.

Thank you for taking the time to read through this information. If you
have any questions, please don& hesitate to call
The School of Performing Arts at 630-717-6622.
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